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Hs Diſcourſe was wrot 5 * by the 
Command of the late Lord Biſhop of London, 
and about the Vea 1682 ;,as the, Reader will per- 
ceive\ from fome P Mages. peculiarly reſpecting that 
Time. The Truths it ſuggeſts, were not judg'd then 
to be Unſeaſonable: and that they needed not to be 
Repeated Now, none would be mare glad * Fi re: 
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8 ; 1 Ad 7 Diſſenters from it, requiring not: much of Learning on 
; * Speculation; it might well cem to be no difficult Mat- © 


195 HE Caſe: between the 'Thuroti iy gta; * * The Imputa- 


tion of Popery 


Z SE ter, to ſce into the bottom of it, and dlear the Diffe- England, im 
Gy 


eence. And indeed the Duty of Obedience in things 
= 1ndiferenty and the Obligation of each. Chriſtian to pre- 
Ee the Bat of che. Chutch are ſo. convincing; andthe. Expedience 
of ſome Ceremonies in general, and the Innocence of ours in parti- 
cular ſo plain; that the Reconciliation of our Brethren to us, upon che 
view, of our Reaſons, and the Anſwers wN have given tothein Seruples 
might be eaſily expected: were there nat ſonic general Fro oem 
the. Minds of 2 — well-difpoſed Mien, that, like an in 
Miſt, either diverts the Light that! is _—_— to.come in, or etsirmor 72 
PAs in ĩts own Colour. | | 9:0! 5 
And this ſeems tobe no * Sas the Opinion many babe Bech 
oſſeſs d with, that our Worſhip is Popery; and that to return to ou 
ommunion is to make a ſtep towards:Rome, and to join' Company? 
with thoſe that are going thither. For this Condeit once enterta ine 
a Miniſter of the Church of England is a, diſguiſed Emiſſary of tlie 
Romiſh Church; and all the Arguments and Perſhaſions he offers for- 
Conformity, are received no better, than if he was endeavouring to 
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pervert to the Papal Superſtition. If we ſpeak to them of the Common 
Prayer, they think of the Maſs; and while we diſcourſe to them of the 
Fitneſs and Lawfulneſs of Kneeling at the Communion, they imagine 
nothing elſe but the Worſhip of the Hoſt, and the Doctrine of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. | | 

Buy whoſe Malice and Artifice ſoever this Prejudice has been raiſed 
and cheriſhed; they, we mult confeſs, have gained their Point by it: 
They have ſtopt the Ears, and blinded the Eyes of thoſe that other- 
wiſe would know the Voice, and diſtinguiſh the Perfons of their Bre- 
thren. The Averſion of the People defervedly raiſed againſt Popery, 
they have had the skill to turn againſt the greateſt and beſt Church 
of the Reformation : and they have had the Pleaſure to put her under 
the moſt ſenſible AMition ; of ly ing under an Imputation fhe ſo much 
abhors, and hearing her ſelf reckoned amongſt thoſe ſhe has ſo openly 


and fo juſtly condemned. ; 


Nane .can be agent how far this Prejudice has prevailed, and 
with what Succeſs : though indeed it is a Conceit ſo unlikely and in- 
conſiſtent, that we 1700 well expect no rational Perſon ſhould have 
entertained it. And did not Popery let us know what groſs A bſurdi- 
ties may find Credit with the Ignorant; it would be very hard to ima- 
gine, how any Belief ſhould be given to ſuch an Impoſſibility: Tran- 
ubſtantiation it ſelf being as conceivable a Thing, as that a Prote- 
ſtant, really of our Church, ſhould be a Papiſt too; and any other 
Contradiction as eaſily reconciled as that. | N 


Neither can they fairly obſect Tenorance, and an implicite Belief to 
the Papiſts, who know ſo little the Conſtitution of the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, as not to ſee it in our Church: and who reſign themfelves to 


their Teachers ſo far, as with the ſame credulity to call our Church 


Popiſb, with which the Papiſts are taught to call it Heretical. 

So Cauſeleſs, I hope, and Groundleſs will this miſchievous Calumn 
appear, to all thoſe that ſhall conſider: and all thoſe will be willing to 
confider,: that do not wilfully chuſe a Miſtake, fo ſcandalouſly unjuſt 


to a great Reformed Church, and fo deſtructive and ruinous to the 


whole Reformation. As therefore they would not be found ignorant 
of the Religion they profeſs; as they would not continue ſo highly 


 Uncharitable to their Brethren; nor be guilty of the Ruin, of what 


they would be thought ſo much to contend for: if there be in them 
any love of Truth, any care of Juſtice, any tendernefs of Conſcience, 
any concern for the Publick Cauſe and our Common Religion, let them 
think of theſe Things. | 1 . 


In 


In the firſt 8 therefore, to begin with the Unreaſonableneſs 1. Nen; 
in general of this Jealouſy, where with ſome Men are prepoſſeſſed. bas 4: F 
Who would not ſtand amazed to hear that Church ſtyled Popiſh; the 
Purity of whoſe Faith has been declared fo expreſly, ſo illuftriouſly. at- 
teſted and ſpoken of through all the World ? Know they, or care they 
what they ſay, that ſay this of a Church, that has ſolemnly and poſitive- 
ly difowned all the Ufurped Authority; and condemned all the falſe 
Dottrines of the Roman See, its Supremacy, Infallibility, 'Tranſub- 
ſtantion, Worſhip of Angels and Saints, Purgatory, Fe. that has not 
done this in a Corner, or in the Ear, but proclaimed it on the Houſe- 
top; that like a City ſet upon a Hill, has been as high and eminent on 
the one fide, as Rome it (elf, with its ſeven boaſted Hills, has been on 
the other; and has as reti oppoſed the Errors of that Church, 
as ever they had been advanced? What a new wonder muſt this be 
to the World, to hear the Church conſtituted by Cranmer and Rialy, 
accuſed of Popery; the Faith and Worſhip ſuſpected to be Unreform- 
ed, which was delivered down to us by choſe great Martyrs ? Is this 
the Reward of a Church, whoſe Sons have given ſo loud a Teſtimon 
againſt the Roman, in their Lives and by their Death; who have {till 
born the burden and heat of the Day; Who have felt the fierceſt Rage 
of the Enemy, and have returned them the deadlieſt Wounds .who 
have been foremoſt till in all Encounters, all along in the laſt Age, 
and in our own, the famous and the victorious Champions of the Pro- 
teſtant Cauſe ? If this Church, and theſe Men, after the Declaration 
made in our Articles, after repeated Subſcriptions and Abrenunciations, 
after all this zealous oppoſition of Popery, muſt be yet ſuſpected of 
Popery; as well on the other ſide may the Decrees of the Council of 
Trent bl ſaid ro comply with the Reformation, and the Pope himſelf 
be thought a Proteſtant. , 8 

One would imagine from the Suſpicions of theſe Men that traduce 
us, that there was ſome {mall inconſiderable Difference betwixt the 
Pa piſts and us; ſomething that might eaſily be reconciled: not that- 
we differ as much from them, in all neceſſary Points, as thoſe ver 
Perſons they pretend to follow. For let all the Harmony of Proteſtant 
Confeſſions be conſulted, and fee if we are not of the Harmony, and 
our Articles do not conſpire with theirs; if ours are not as expreſs, and 
as directly oppoſite to the Roman Church; it there can be any Hopes 
of Reconciling us, ſooner than of Reconciling them. | APR 
For though there are of the Proteſtants that retain not ſome indif- 
ferent Ceremonies which we have; (and that we might well do it you 


will ſee prefently) yet it is to be ſuppoſed they would not ſtand ont 
j $ againſt 
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againſt the Roman Church on that account, if the reſt were well a- 


greed. If they could once allow their Tranſubſtantiation, Worſhip 
of mages, Cc. If they could endure their Superſtitious Rites; they 
would not ſtick at what might remain of a little ancient Order and 

received Decency; and were that all, would as ſoon return to Roma 
as We. ty; 


* 


Nothing can make an honeſt Man ſuſpect our Church of Popery 


but his Ignorance What Popery is. He may take all that to be = 


piſh, which the Papiſts do and believe; and preſume thoſe guilty; of 
their Superſtitions, who do not diſſent to their whole Creed, and are 
not Nonconformilts to their whole Practice: and in his Opinion the 
ureſt Church of the Reformation mult be that, which is molt op 
ite to the Church of Rome. But he forgets. then that the Church gk 
Rome is Chriſtian ſtill, though abominably corrupted; that to run 
contrary to her in all things, muſt be to deny our God and Saviour; 
that by this Rule we mult lay aſide their Scripture as. well as their 
Traditions, and neither give Alms, faſt, nor pray, becauſe it is, the, 
Practice of that Church. He conſiders not that an Anti:Papilt is in a 
much worſe condition than the Papiſt himſelf; and that if we take 
what the Pope propoſes in groſs and together, it is infinitely more dan- 
gerous to rejec all, than to admit it. . en wits 0 
By Popery therefore can be meant nothing, but the Corruptions 
that Church has ſuffered, and the Uſurpations it has advanced. For 
the Faith of that Church was once as 5 ſpoken of as now its Er- 
rors are; and had ſhe contined in that Purity, we ought to have been 
of her Communion : and now we are to depart, from her, no other- 
wiſe than ſhe ſhall be found to have departed. frotn her. ſelf, to have 
varied from the Truth, and to have corrupted the Doctrine that was 
once delivered to the Saints. 


Now the Teſt whereby theſe Doctrines are to be examines), Whe⸗ 
ther they are Popiſh (that is corrupt) or no; is this, Whether or no 
they are Conſonant to the Holy Scriptures: this being the common 
Principle and Touchſtone with all Proteſtants, That nothing is to be. 
believed or practiſed as neceſſary to Salvation, but what, is con- 
tained in the Scripture; and that nothing is to be believed or pra- 
Tiſed in any manner whatſoever that is contrariant to it. This. is, 
the Principle that is delivered to us with the New. Teſtament, 
by the firſt Ages that received and tranſmitted. it: and by thi 
Teſt their Additional Traditionary Doctrines fall; their Infallibilit 
proves the greateſt Falſity, and their Illimited Juriſdiction is cut off; 
the number of the Sacraments is retrenched; their Worſhip of Fg: 

ds er een | e | "Ho. 


Hoſt; 6f Images; theft Prayers to Saints, for thoſe in Purgatory, or in 
att inknown Tongue, ate taken away; whatever Mas impoſe as ne- 
cefaty to Salvativti, and had no Warrant from God's Word, er was 
otherwiſe propoſed, and yet repugnant. to it; ſuch Hrrors and Cor- 
rußtions as yot! Will find mirked yu in our Book of Articles, and there 
J / magu@ 10 golden}, 1 
But though nothing is to be enſojned as pefeary to Salvation, but 
what Godhimfetf, the Author of Oe Silvation, as declared; yet we 
. are not to think that no Circumſtance is to be uſed- in his Service, that 
he has not diſtinctly commanded: this being no Proteltant Doctrine, 
but the greateſt Fallity. For then no Action that is even of Neceſſity 
to be performed, could be performed, had not God preſcriheq the Cir- 
camſtance too. Whereas on the contrary, there cannot bela plainer 
Truth than this in the World, that he Who orders an Action to be 
performed, and orders no Circumſtance, muſt be ſuppoled therefore 
to leave the choice of the Circumſtance to Diſcretion. And; it is as 
clear, that in ſach Caſes, where in private we are left to our private 
Choice; there in publick, we are to be directed by the publick Diſ- 
cretion, the Election of the Superiors: provided always that in both. 
Cafes no Circumſtance be uſed, that is contrary to the Intention of the 
Action, and the Will of God. p 24 Lace ct tie 
It was therefore in the Power of our Spiritual Governours after : 
they had retrenched, what they were conſtra ined to take away, all 
that was unlaw fully believed or praQiſed Idolatrous, Superſtious, : 
or Errofieous; to retain or rejet as they ſhould ſee Cauſe, all indit- | 
fetent circumſtantial Phings; which as they were not commanded by 
God, ſo neither were they forbidden by him. Ianumerable Cere- 
monies therefore they cut off: ſome infcrats Companions of the 
Fafſities and Superſtitions they had aboliſhed, ſome impertinent to the 
main” Action, 'others choaking or ingumbring it; and ſome too they 
left; W few, that they rather expected to be asked, why, ho. more; 
and thee Rel fim Offence, and the fitteſt robe retained. , For 
tlrey configeredt that an inhocent_uſcſul Ceremony, Which had sicher 
been laudabſy uſed before Popery came in, or Was, not proper ta the 
Superſtiion tc Which it Rack been annened; wh n purged of that Sur; 
perſtition,” was reſtoted to its Innocence and 1 and mike; 


be ufed as [awfully now; as in its firſt State. And therefore though 
they took the liberty” ro leave off ſeveral Rites however. in themſelves 
Imocent, and in uſe before Popety began, becauſe they were of little 
Edfieation,” yer they kepr up others which appeared more nectllary 
N $ : ro 


(8) 

to the Church: and which at the ſame time might ſhew. both their 
Temper and Moderation towards the Modern Roman, which they 
were forc'd to leave; and their reſpe& to the Primitive, hic they 
deſired to imitate. 1 
And with ſuch a view as this, if you will look upon the Particu- 
lars for which we are accuſed, you will ſee how little of Popery that 
is, Corruption or Superſtition there is to be found. 00 

The Particulars in which we chiefly differ, are theſe : Government 
by Biſhops, a Liturgy of ſome Ancient Prayers, Kneeling at the 


Communion, the Cros at Baptiſm, the Surplice, and the Obſervation 
of ſome Chriſtian Faſts and Feaſts. 


Firſt then, as to Government by Biſhops : had it been a thing 
purely indifferent, we might have lawfully retained it; and our 
Church might have taken leave to have choſen a fort of Ariltocracy, - 
as others have been pleaſed with a kind of Democracy. But take it 
as it is, intimated in the Writings of the Apoſtles, and manifeſtly of 
their Inſtitution; we then had been obliged to reduce it, if the Roman 
Government had been Presbyteriav. When we found it therefore 
there, what Reaſon had we to aboliſh it? Shall we allow the Pope 
ſo much Power, as to make that unlawful by his Uſe; which the 
Apoſtles and their Diſciples have recommended to us, by theirs.? 


2. As to our Liturgy of ſome Ancient Prayers: is it Popiſh as a ſet 
Form? Or as a Form of thoſe Prayers? A Set Form is fo expedient 
and neceſſary to the Church; if but for the ſake of the People (that 
they may be ſure to have no other Petitions ſuggeſted than what are 
fit, that their Devotion may not ſuffer by the Weakneſs or Indiſcre- 
.tion of the Miniſter, that they may know beforehand how to pre- 
pare their Thoughts, what frame of Spirit is to be brought to Church), 
that I may take leave to ſay, had a Set Form been uſed, not only in 
the Superſtitions of Rome, but in the Charms of a Magician, it ought | 
however to be uſed in the Service of God. If the Papiſts, if the Hea- ; 
-thens uſed Set Forms, becauſe it was the moſt certain, orderly and 
beſt conſidered Way, fitteſt for the Worſhip of a God; muſt we 
.therefore be forbid ? Becauſe _ did well, are we therefore to do 
worſe? And fo for the Prayers themſelyes: they are moſt of them 
elder than Popery, and no more Popiſh than the Lord's Prayer. And 
if there are any of their Compoſure; yet if they are good, and ac- - 
.cording to the Will of God, why may they not be offered to him by 
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us, as well as by them? Nay, may they not be more acceptable to 
God, as they may be a Teſtimony how willing we would be to keep 


the Unity of his Church; and to join with all Chriſtians, were we 


permitted, in all their Devotions? If our Accufers would ſhew us any 
Popery in our Prayers: they ought to ſhew us where we pray to any 
but God, or for any thing for which we want his Warrant; where 
we uſe any Interceſſion, but our Saviours; or what part of our Exgliſb 
Language is an unknown Tongue. * ne 


3. The Surplice, is nothing but an innocent Habit made of Linen, 
which is appointed to be the Dreſs of the Prieſt when he Officiates. 
It cannot but be acknowledged, that it is a fir point of Decency to 
aſſign all that are in Orders ſome certain Faſhion of Garment in Pub- 
lick, if but in the Streets, and when they appear abroad. And If 
this be a Gown, and the Papiſts wear one too, is a Gown' therefore 
Popiſh ? In like manner as the Miniſters of the Chureh are directed to 
an uniform Decency abroad; ſo particularly, and with the fame inno- 
cent Intention they are ordered to wear a diſtindt Robe, when they 
perform the Publick Service in the Church: that as the common De- 
votion is ad miniſtred by a Perſon ſet apart, in a Place and at a Time 
ſet apart, ſo it may be done too in a peculiar Garment. And if the 
Papiſts do ſo too, even ſo let them; they do well. If they had in- 
vented the Garment, we need not have ſcrupled to follow this one 
Talian Faſhion. But they took it up from earlier Cuſtom: and ik is 
no more Popery, than the Miniſters, than the Citizens, the Lawyers, 
or the Judges Garments. If they could ſay we placed any Sanctity 
in it, attributed any Efficacy to it, it Would be ſomething; but as We 
ule it, it may as well be a piece of Popery, to he at Church Wiek a 
Band, or with a Crevat. 75 40 $31 Y et 


4. Kneeling at the Communion, is far too from being Popiſn; that 
is, either a Corruption or Superſtition. The Papiſts indeed/Eneet to 
the Hoſt, as to their God: but not fo particularly then, when they 
receive it; as when immediately after Conſecration, it is elevated, 
and ſhewn to them for that purpoſe by the Prieſt. But we that Kneel 
when we receive the Communion, Kneel not TO IT, but AT TT. 
And what Poſture can there be fitter for thoſe, that in the deepeſt 
Sente of their on great Unworthineſs, and of God's unexpreſſible 
Mercy, are going to take the Seal of their Pardon, and the Pledge 
of their Salvation? what better Poſture would they have for thoſe, 
SORE B that 
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(100) 
that at that time are to be in the Higheſt Acts of Devotion; the 
moſt relenting Contrition, and the moſt dutiful Thankigiving? If oa 
that Occaſion the Papiſts Kneel too, and with a wrong Intention ; 
why ſhould any Fault of theirs hiader me from expreſſing my Duty? 
What they do on no Reaſon, why ſhould not I do on the Belt ; eſpe- 
cially when we have ſo ſolemnly diſclaimed theirs, and ſo exprelly 
declared our own ? As we are not to diſuſe the Holy Sacrament, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts have made it an Idol; ſo may we continue our Re- 
verence, tho' they have paid it Adoration. 


5. The Croſs in Baptiſm, or rather after Baptiſm, has in it as lictle 
of Popery too. To worſhip the Croſs, to aſcribe any-Virtue to the 
Sign, or to promiſe ones felt any Defence from it, may be Popery : 


but to uſe it as a Sign, only to lignify and declare, can never come 


under that Not ion, nor be termed Superſtition; no more than it would 
be to pronounce the Word. Tho' the Croſs was Fooliſhneſs to the 
Greeks, @ Stumbling-block to the Jews; and has been fince to the Pa- 
piſts too, a Stumbling-block and an Idol: yet are we (till to Glory in 
it, and to have the Memorial of it in an high and precious Eſteem; 
neither concerned on one hand at the Gentiles Mockery, nor on the 
other at the Roman Superſtition. The Primitive Chriſtians, it is cer- 
tain, us'd the Sign in the Earlieſt Times, very frequently: with that 
on all Occaſions they put themſelves in Mind of our Saviour's Suffer- 
ing for them; and with that they arm'd themſelves againſt their own. 
So they ſaluted their Brethren, and ſo they defied the Heathen. It 
was the common Token and Mark of thoſe. that belonged to Chriſt; 
and was afterwards the Imperial Banner of the Great Conſtantine, the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor; and under that (by the Grace of God) were 
thoſe Victories obtained, that put an end to the Heathen Perſecu- 
tions. Our firſt Reformers therefore finding the Croſs of Chriſt made 
the Subject of much Superſtition among the Romaniſts, its Image 
Worſhipped, and I do not know what Virtue imputed to the Signs: 
and yet remembring withal, the Devour Practice of the firſt and beſt 
Ages; as they abhorred to countenance the one, fo they were ten- 
der too of condemning the other: and in that Intention, after the Sa- 
cra ment of Baptiſm 1s adminiſtred, the Prieſt is ordered, when he 
declares, audibly the Admiſſion, of the Child into Chriſt's. Flock, to 
declare Viſibly too by that known bleſſed Sign, what that Shame is, 
the Chriitian ought to deſpiſe ; how he is openly always, and as it 
were aa his Forehead, to bear the Profeſſion of his Faith; * thar 

anner 


Banner is under which he is now Liſted, and in what Warfare he ſtands 
engag'd: our Church applying that to its Members once ar leaſt in 
their Lives, which the Primitive repeated ſo often; and doing that 
on ſo proper an Occaſion, which heretofore had been done on all; in 
hopes of —_ excuſed on the part of the Ancient Chriſtians, by its 
Care to avoid the Faulty Practice of the Papiſts; and in hopes of 
being juſtified to its Members and Brethren, by fo great, and fo 
reverend an Authority. And that it might be impoſſible for an 
Standerby, how weak ſoever, to fall into any Superſtition himſelf, 
or to ſuſpect it in the Miniſter; he never uſes the Action Dumb, 
but proclaims the Edifying Signification, and ſpeaks ont in plain 
Words the wholeſome Meaning. This was a Sign nobly and ge- 
nerouſly taken up by the Elder Chriſtians, in the midſt of their 
Blaſpheming Heathen Neighbours; owned now with the like Cou- 
rage under the inſulting Mahumetan : a Leſſon as neceſſary for that 
part of Chriſtendom, that confines now upon the Turt; and not to 
be look*d upon as Unreaſonable or Improper, by thoſe Nations that, 
by the Mercy of God, have yet a better Neighbourhood; always of 
reat Edification to the Devout, but particularly to be remembred 
By thoſe whom Commerce carries into remoter Countries; where 
tho', if Report miſtake not, it has by ſome been moſt ſcandalouſly 
forgot. So clear and free is the Sign of the Croſs, as uſed by us, 
from the leaſt ſhadow of Superſtition. | \ | 


6. Laſtly, The Faſts and Feaſts of the Church come as unjuſtly. 


under the ſame groundleſs Imputation. The Time of Aſſembling, 
is a Circumſtance of our Worſhip that cannot be left to particular 
Choice, but muſt be determined in Common; and what is to be done 
at that Time, muſt be determined too for any Orderly Aſſembly: 
ſo that it muſt be left to the Diſcretion of tlie Governors, When we 
are to keep a Feſtival, and when a Faſt. As to tlie keeping of the 
Lord's Day; our Church was not at Liberty: without ſhe would ha ve 
raſhly departed from Apoſtolical Obſervation, and the continued 
Practice of all Ages and Places ſince the beginning of Chriſtianity. 
As for the keeping of Eaſter; ſhe was too under the like Obligation: 
the Annual Feaſt of the Reſurrection, the Great Lords Day, being 
known to have been the Chief, and the Cauſe of all the Weekly. 
And as to the Faſt of Good Friday; it wag nigh as early as the Feaſt 
of the Reſurrection. They lamented their Sins our Saviour died for, 
on the Friday before; as conſtantly! as they commemorated His Ri- 
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that at that time are to bz in the Higheſt Acts of Devotion; the 
moſt relenting Contrition, and the moſt dutiful Thankſgiving? If oa 
that Occaſion the Papiſts Kneel too, and with a wrong Intention ; 
why ſhould any Fault of theirs hiader me from expreſſing my Duty? 
What they do on no Reaſon, why ſhould not I do on the Belt; eſpe- 
cially when we have fo ſolemnly diſclaimed theirs, and fo expreſly 
declared our own ? As we are not to diſuſe the Holy Sacrament, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts have made it an Idol; ſo may we continue our Re- 
verence, tho' they have paid it Adoration. 


5. The Croſs in Baptiſm, or rather after Baptiſm, has in it as little 


of Popery too. To worſhip the Croſs, to aſcribe any-Virtue to the 


Sign, or to promiſe ones ſelf any Defence from it, may be Popery : 


but to uſe it as a Sign, only to ſignify and declare, can never come 


under that Notion, nor be termed Superſtition ; no more than it would 
be to pronounce the Word. Tho' the Croſs was Foolifhneſs to the 
Greeks, a Stumbling-block to the Jews; and has been ſince to the Pa- 
piſts too, a Stumbling-block and an Idol: yet are we {till to Glory in 
it, and to have the Memorial of it in an high and precious Eſteem; 
neither concerned on one hand at the Gentiles Mockery, nor on the 
other at the Roman Superſtition. The Primitive Chriſtians, it is cer- 
tain, us'd the Sign in the Earlieſt Times, very frequently: with that 
on all Occaſions they put themſelves in Mind of our Saviour's Suffer- 
ing for them; and with that they arm'd themſelves againſt their own. 
So they ſaluted their Brethren, and fo they defied the Heathen. It 
was the common Token and Mark of thoſe, that belonged to Chriſt; 
and was afterwards the Imperial Banner of the Great Conſtantine, the 
firſt Chriſtian Emperor; and under that (by the Grace of God) were 
thoſe Victories obtained, that put an end to the Heathen Perſecu- 
tions. Our firſt Reformers therefore finding the Croſs of Chriſt made 
the Subject of much Superſtition among the Romaniſts, its Image 
Worſhipped, and I do not know what Virtue imputed to the Signs; 
and yet remembring withal, the Devout Practice of the firſt and beſt 
Ages; as they abhorred to countenance the one, ſo they were ten- 
der too of condemning the other: and in that Intention, after the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm is adminiſtred, the Prieſt is ordered, when he 
declares audibly the Admiſſion of the Child into Chriſt's Flock, to 


declare Viſibly too by that known bleſſed Sign, what that Shame is, 


the Chriſtian ought to deſpiſe; how he is openly always, and as it 
were on his Forehead, to bear the Profeſſion of his Faith; what thar 
Banner 


Ert) 

Banner is under which he is now Lifted, and in what Warfare he ſtands 
engag'd: our Church applying that to its Members once at leaſt in 
their Lives, which the Primitive repeated ſo often; and doing that 
on ſo proper an Occaſion, which heretofore had been done on all; in 
hopes of bein excuſed on the part of the Ancient Chriſtians, by its 
Care to vols the Faulty Practice of the Papiſts; and in hopes of 
being juſtificd to its Members and Brethren, by ſo great, and fo 
reverend an Authority. And that it might be impoſſible for any 
Standerby, how weak ſoever, to fall into any Superſtition himſelf, 
or to ſuſpe& it in the Miniſter; he never uſes the Action Dumb, 
but der the Edifying Signification, and ſpeaks out in plain 
Words the wholeſome Meaning. This was a Sign nobly and ge- 
nerouſly taken up by the Elder Chriſtians, in the midſt of their 
Bla ſpheming Heathen Neighbours; owned now with the like Cou- 
rage under the inſulting Mahumetan: a Leſſon as neceſſary for that 
part of Chriſtendom, that confines now upon the Turt; and not to 
be look'd upon as Unreaſonable or Improper, by thoſe Nations that, 
by the Mercy of God, have yet a better Neighbourhood ; always of 
reat Edification to the Devout, but particularly to be remembred 
2 thoſe whom Commerce carries into remoter Countries; where 
tho', if Report miſtake not, it has by ſome been molt ſcandalouſly 
forgot. So clear and free is the Sign of the Croſs, as uſed by us, 
from the leaſt ſhadow of Superſtition. Ve 
6. Laſtly, The Faſts and Feaſts of the Church come as unjuſtly. 
under the ſame groundleſs Imputation. The Time of Aſſembling, * 
is a Circumſtance of our Worſhip that cannot be left to particular 
Choice, but muſt be determined in Common; and what is to be done 
at that Time, muſt be determined too for any Orderly Aſſembly: 
ſo that it muſt be left to the Diſcretion of the Governors, When we 
are to keep a Feſtival, and when a Paſt. As to the keeping of the 
Lord's Day; our Church was not at Liberty: without ſhe would have 
raſhly departed from Apoſtolical Obſervation, and the continued 
Practice of all Ages and Places ſince the beginning of Chriſtianity. 
As for the keeping of Eaſter; ſhe was too under the like Obligation: 
the Annual Feaſt of the Reſurrection, the Great Lords Day, being 
known to have been the Chief, and the Cauſe: of all the Weekly. 
And as to the Faſt of Good Friday; it wap nigh as early as the Feaft 
of the Reſurrection. They lamented their Sins our Saviour died for, 
on the Friday before; as conſtantly as they commemorated His Ri- 


B 2 ling 


642 1 * 
ſing again for our Salvation, the Sunday after. And in Order to the 
keeping of thoſe two Great Days with more Devotion, there was 
likewiſe in the Church tome time beforehand ſet apart, tor better 
RecolleQion, and greater Preparation: the number of Days in ſome 
Places more, in ſome leſs. That of Forty, no Superſtitious Number, 
had obtained in the Weſtern Country; and therefore was {till kept: 
and would to God it were as Religiouſly obſerved, as it was piouſly 
appointed. Whitſunday too, the Day on which the Holy Ghoſt de- 
ſcended, was Obſerved always, and Univerfally by the Ancient 
Church. Only the Nativity of our Saviour was of later remem- 
brance; but yet before Popery came in: firlt obſerved in the Weſtern 
Church; and afterwards taken up by the Eaſtern, in St. Chryſoftom's 
Time, as it ſtands recommended by him to the People of Antioch. 
Other Times beſides theſe, have been appointed too tor our Religi- 
ous Aſſemblies; in which beſides the general Worſhip of God, the 
Examples of his Saints and Martyrs are gratefully remembred, and 
piouſly propoſed ; and thoſe Days are called commonly by the Name 
of the Perſon then particularly Commemorated : not that the Wor- 
ſhip is to the Saint, or that the Day is employed in his Honour; only 
becauſe on the Occaſion of his Memory or Martyrdom we come to- 
gether, as to pay our other Duties to our God, fo to thank him for the 
Graces of his Servant, and to be edified and inſtructed by the Exam- 
ple. It is true the Church heretofore, when God had been bountiful 
to them in the Number of his Saints, increaſed in ſome Proportion 
thoſe Days of his Worſhip: and it is to be confeſſed, that Popery had 
both acknowledged Saints to God, which he might not own ; and gave 
the True Saints an Honour which they muſt diſclaim. But with us 
the number of thoſe Days is not greater than that the Affairs of the 
World may well comply; and as the number of the Apoſtles is not 
large, ſo their Sanctity ſure is unqueſtionable: and then on thoſe Days. 
we neither beſeech by their Merits, nor recommend our ſelves to their 
Interceſſion. You ſee then how unreaſonable the Objection of Popery 
is here too; but ſee to what Abſurdity it goes on. Firſt it is ſuppoſed 
Popery, to keep a Day in the Memory of. an Apoſtle; and then it is 
thought as Popiſh to call him a Saint. A Great Perſon at Geneva, it 
ſeems, preſumed it ſomewhat Popiſh to obſerve Sunday it ſelf; and con- 
ſidered about changing the Day. Nay ſome are ſo perverſly Super- 
ſtitious on the other hand; as that That Day, on which all the Chriſti- 
an World remembers our Saviour's Bitter Paſſion, has ſeemed to them 
the fitter for a Feaſt; and the Time Univerſally now ſet apart for he 
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joy ful Memory of his bleſſed Nativity, the more proper for à Fat 
This indeed is not like the Papiffs : No, it is like a Jem ot a Heathen, 
So I hope it has ſufficiently appeared, how little guilty thoſe U- 
ſages are of the Popery of which they are accuſed: the Chiet Heſiga 
of theſe Papers. But having not been able to Diſcourſe of their In- 
nocence without ſome Dover of their uſe, I ſhall crave the Rea- 
ders Patience for a ſhort Digreſſion: wherein he may ſee that the 
firſt Governours of our Reformed Church did not only ule their Li- 
berty, and impoſe them as things indifferent; but as things expedi- 
ent, and to which they were obliged in all Godly Prudence. 5 
For although the Perſons who now enforce this account, may think 
ſo much of them{glves, as that the weakeſt of their poſſible Jealou- 
fies ought to have been conſidered moſt: yet the firſt Reformers were 
not to engage themſelves in a Task fo endleſs, nor to content them- 
ſelves with fo narrow a view. Several other Reſpects more welghty,. 
and things more practicable, did expect their Care. F 
For in the Reformation there were more Conſiderations to be had, 
than ſome are pleaſed, or capable, to underſtand. There Was à re- 
gard to Truth, to Increaſe of Piety, to Gravity and Decency :. to An- 
tiquity; to all the Modern Churches, the Roman it ſelf, the Greezan,. 
and the then Reformed: Regards then had, and ever fince to be 
continued. They were indeed to provide in the firſt Place, that their 
preſcribed Rites ſhould be ſuch as might not in any manger realona» 
bly offend their own Members; but be the moſt lt to raĩſe and pro- 
mote their Devotion: they were too at the ſame time to take care, 
that no Offence ſhould be given to other Churches, no juſt. Scandal 
even to that they left. | | $f 105 
For as to the Church of Rome; tho? we were forced to. part from 
Her, it was to be with all Chriſtian Meekneſs and Charity; with a 
deſire that ſhe would return to Her ſelf and us; and would at laſt 
follow the Reformation, which ſhe had been often deſired to Begin. 
And therefore when we cut off her Corruptions and Superſtitions, . 
we retained ſome of her moſt laudable and ancient Ways: not leav- 
ing them tho' Godly and Venerable, becauſe practiſed by Her, as the 
Spirit of Oppoſition would have directed; but for that Cauſe the ra- 
ther practiſing them our 'Selves, as it was fit for Chriſtians and Bre- 
thren. All the Innocent Ceremonies indeed we did not keep: be- 
cauſe their Number was exceſſively great, and they of ſmall or no 
Edification. Tho' under that Burden we could ha ve been content 
to reſt, had that been the only Diſpute, and were it to have been the 
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Condition of our Peace. But the Tyranny of their -Corruptions, by 
which they forc'd us out of their Communion, having reſtored us to 
our Firſt Liberty; and taken off that Human Right, or Uſurpation, 
by which their Biſhops pretended Authority over Ours (from a Pre- 
ſcription whoſe Date we know): we uled then that Liberty too in o- 
ther Matters; and both ſhewed that we were not under Bondage, 
and that we were in Charity; leaving that Church a Pattern for Her 
to imitate, and Uling towards her a Temper by which ſhe was not 
needleſly provoked. | | 

So did the firſt Reformers diſcharge their Duty towards the Roman 
Church: by this Conduct giving to the Sober and Well-minded all 


reaſon to commend us, and taking away from the Reſt all occaſion 


to Blaſpheme: reducing themſelves in all Material Points, to the 
Standard of the Primitive Church; and in leſſer Matters taking leave 
to vary, as ſeveral Countries then of the Same Age had uſed to do: 
in Hopes that other Nations would by the Grace of God be at laſt in- 
vited by ſo fair an Example; we not propoſing our ſelves ſo much, as 
the ancient Church, to their Imitation. 

The ſame Apology might too be ſatisfactory to the Greek Church; 
from whom if we differ in Doctrines or Worthip, it was becauſe we 
preſumed our ſelves conſtrained by the Truth fo to do. But that we 
affected not wantonly an unnecelſary Contraricty, they might per- 
ceive; by our chooling ſome ſuch Cuſtoms as had the general Appro- 
bation, and by coaforming to ancient Uſage: a Church of another 
Climate not being to expect that we of the /Vorth-Weſt ſhould agree in 
all; but that it might appear by common Practice of ſome Things, 
w_ it was not out of Oppoſition that we had abſtained from the 
reſt. 

Such Reſpect there was to be to the Roman and Greek Churches. 
There was too a Conſideration of the Reformed, the Lutheran : a chief 
Regard was to be had to her, and the upper Hand of Fellowſhip given 
as to the Elder Siſter. She firſt had proteſted againſt the Romiſh Cor- 
ruptions, ſtood the dangerous Shock of Papal 1yranny, and boldly ad- 
vanced a Retormation ; which too ſhe planted 5 1 60 and ſettled in 
very powerful Countries. This noble Example our firſt Reformers 
followed: from them they learned to caſt off all Modern Uſurpation, 
and to reſtore according to the Earlier Pattern; not taking our Copy 
indeed from theirs, but from the ſame ancient Original, and tho? with 
ſome Difference, yet with a near Reſemblance. Our Epiſcopacy, by 
the Piety of our Princes, was left more entire than with them, >: ne 
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Places. The Doctrine of Conſubtantiation, which determines the 
Mode of Chriſt's Real Preſence at the Time of Participation, we 
were not ſatisfied in: but yet as they condemned the Idolatry and 
Superſtitions of the Popiſh Tranſubſtantiation equally with us; ſo did 
we equally with them adore the Myſtery of the Holy Sacrament, 
and were ready to communicate on our Knees. After their Exam- 
ple, our Churches and Cathedrals were not neglected, the Places 
where God's Honour dwells; nor His Altars, where His Mercy and 
Love ſhew themſelves forth. The Worſhip of the Soul was com- 
manded to be expreſſed in the Poſture of the Body; the Bowing at the 
Holy Name of JESUS recommended; and a decent Gravity every 
where kept up, tho? with fewer Ceremonies. 4 

So ſerviceable were theſe Orders of ours in reſpe& of the reſt of 
Chriftendom, and ſo fit to be retained for their Edification in Love: the 
Fruit of which we had the Satisfaction to reap, not fly from the Ap- 
probation of thoſe our Brethren, not ſo well ſatisfied elſewhere; but 
from the Confeſſion even of ſome Romaniſts themſelves, They were 
too as proper for our own Edification, and for the Advancement of 
God's Worſhip here. 

To that purpoſe theſe Rules were as exactly fitted, as if it had been 
the only Deſign. For what could have been better deſigned for the 
Honour of God, and Increaſe of Religion amongſt Men, than that the 
People ſhould be ordered (had it not been their Cuſtom before) So- 
lemnly to mect, to pay their Devotions on certain Days of the Week; 
that there ſhould be Annual Commemorations of the Myſteries of our 
Redemption, and of the Zeal and Doctrines of the Bleſſed Apoſtles? 
And how could our Devotions be more Certain and Sufficient, more 
Grave and Regular, than under a well-conſidered Form? If the Mi- 
niſter were then in another Garment; did not the very Sight of him 
admoniſh, betore the Exhortation began, that the People were to lay 
alide their ordinary Thoughts, not to meet him there as abroad, but 
to be a Holy Congregation? If they were directed to be on their 
Knees, at Prayers, and at the Communion; was it more than be- 
came their Duty, or a Htadrance think we to their Devotion? Or Was 
it to be expected, that when a Congregation ſaw a Perſon admitted 
into their Number, and the Doctrine of the Croſs declared over him, 
as the Terms of his Reception: they ſhould be offended, that it was. 
ſo evidently ſet forth, and declared to the Eye as well as to the Ear; 
and ſhould ſo far forget its Benefits, as rather at that Time to think 


impertinently of an old Superſtition that was gone, and of Popery 
that: 


— 


that was aboliſhed, than to join and recognize our Saviour's Death; * 
and their former Vows, and zealouſly to reſolve the Profeſſion of their * 
Holy Faith in Deſpight of all its Enemies? But on this Subject I pro- 
ceed no further to the other unqueſtionable Parts of our Ritual: it 
being plain, that even the leſſer Appointments have their proper Uſe. 
hen therefore the Reformation began, for ſuch juſt Reaſons, and 
ſeveral Reſpects to others and to our ſelves, was the preſent Form 
Eſtabliſhed.  . 10 AY 

At that time the other Proteſtant Church of. Calviz's Model (that 
the Reader may not think it forgot above) was but juſt ſer up in the 
narrow Territory of Geneva: and therefore, indeed, not mucli con- 
ſidered by our Reformers; only under their general Rule, that as 
they begged leave in indifferent Things to uſe their own Liberty, fo 
they impoſed not on other Churches. By our leave therefore the Re- 
formers of that Place might have uſed fewer Ceremonies, and thoſe 
of their own Invention: ſo they would be pleaſed not to dictate their 
Regulations as neceſſary Rules to us. Nay, even there, where other- 
wile we might think they had gone too far; the neceſſity of their 
Circumſtances might have pleaded for them: provided they preſcribed 
not their Orders and Diſcipline to Foreign Countries. Tho' there- 
fore they had abrogated Epiſcopacy; though Lay-Elders, and Lay- 
Deacons were Novelties in the Church of Chriſt; tho' a perfect Li- 
turgy was wanting ; and they ſeemed 1a ſeveral Things to condemn 
the Ancient Church too much: yet they were (till regarded by us as 
Brethren, their Correſpondence deſired, and Communion with them 
maintain'd. | 

But when the Neighbourhood of Geneva had, with the Doctrine of 
the Reformation, carried this peculiar Diſcipline into France: it be- 
gan thence to come over hither as a Mode; and to take, it may be, 
the more becauſe it was New. And then it was urged, not as con— 
venient to the Circumſtances of a little 'Town, or of a ſcattered. di- 
{treiſed People under Popiſh Biſhops ; but as neceſſary to all that pro- 
feſſed the Purity of the Goſpel: and it was given out to be as fit to 
reform from us to them, as it was before from the Pope to us. 

The firſt Rule of this new Method (I mean as imported and tran- 
{lated to us) was, to have no Circumitance in Divine Worſhip, that 
was not expreſly determined in Scripture. By this Rule they cut off 
all our Eſtabliſhments, as they thought, at once: but by tlus they 
could have none of their own; for their Elders were not to be found 
in the Text, conſidered better; and unordained Annual Deacons had 
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ds little ground; not to mention their leſſer Rites. That Rule 


therefore failing, they were to have another Meaſure of Purity: 
and that was, to be at the greateſt poſſible Diſtance from the 


Church of Rome. And then we were to have no Biſhops, becauſe 


the Pope was one; we were not to pray to God at ſet Hours, or 
by a ſet Form, becauſe the Papiſts did; we were to have no Chri- 
{tian Faſts or Feaſts; and all our Obſervations, though never ſo 
Edifying and Primitive, were to be laid aſide by thoſe that would 

be pure, if they had been uſed at Rome. | 


We have already, though briefly, diſcovered the Falſity of both 


thoſe Principles. The Firſt was a groſs Fallacy put upon the Peo- 
ple by their Teachers: who, to the great Maxim of the Reforma- 


tion, that no neceſſary Chriſtian Doctrine was to be received not 


warrantable by Scripture; had Sophiſtically joined this great Un- 


truth, That no Circumſtance of Worſhip was to be uſed, that could 
not be ſhewed there. The other too, that condemned indifferent-- 


ly all the Practices of the Roman Church Whatever, Was nothing 
elſe but a Sophiſtical Impoſture put in the place of this Truth, That 
none of its Corruptions were to be retained. It was nothing but a 
diſingenuous unchriſtian Abuſe of good Peoples Zeal: to make 
them diſlike the good Uſages of ours, and the ancient Church; 
with the ſame warmth, they rejected the Depra vation of the Ro- 
man. | 

Either of theſe two Principles, if they had been true, would 
have put an end to this Diſpute about Church Ceremonies: and 


therefore, though Baffled and Confuted, they failed not to be al- 


ways inculcated into the Ears of the People. To prove the Rites 
of our Church unlawful, Step by Step; had been a troubleſome 
Task, and might not have ſucceeded well: either the People might 


not have born the length of their Diſcourſe, or ſeen through the 


Weakneſs. But here, to cut the Work ſhort, they had a Maxim 
or two; that their Followers might eaſily apprehend,” and it may 
be as eaſily ſwallow. And accordingly one or both of theſe, the 
People were always taught to believe. Theſe were the little 
Lumps of Leaven that were caſt in, and all along fermented the 
Nation; till the whole was Leavened and they were worked up 
at laſt to the utmoſt Perfection, and moſt exalted State, to the Ho- 
ly Covenant: whoſe great Ends forſooth were, to pluck up Epif- 
copacy Root and Branch as Popiſh ; and to eſtabliſh Presbytery, 
the Form of God's own Appointment. 1 1\, 20 ei — 
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But theſe falſe Principles could not be fixed ſo: they were pur- 
ſued by their own Party, and run down in Fact. For as to the 
firſt; there roſe up thoſe that could no more ſpy out Presbyteri- 
aniſm in the Bible, than they had been ſuffered to fee Epiſcopac 
before. Miniſtry and Tythes were not to be found in the Goſpel, 
they ſaid: they asked you your Text for every thing you did; for 
faying you rather than thou; for taking off the Hat before God or 
Man. And fo as to the other Maxim; it was found out at laſt, 
that Geneva it ſelf was not far from ah; and Claſſes and Synods 
(who would have thought it ?) were eſteemed a little Popiſh too. 
If they valued themfelves on their Diſtance from Rowe, there were 
thoſe that could go farther than they. The Independents preſent- 
ly outwent them; theſe were outſtripped by others; and at laſt 
the Quaker ſeemed before them all. But all Things moving Cir- 
cularly, theſe laſt came very nigh to that Point on the one Side, 
from which they were moſt remote on the other: iaſtead of one 
pretending Infallible Spirit, we had Legions; and all the Oppoſition 
_ Pope of Rome ended in this, that every Man was to be Pope 
himſelf. | 

Theſe were the viſible and palpable Abſurdities, conſequent to 
thoſe two falſe Maxims : and thoſe Maxims have been mentioned 
here upon occafion indeed of the Geneva Reformation; but with 
no deſign of undue Reflection: they being but Additions grafted 
on that way, ſince it was brought into England; not natural nor 
proper to it, though with us too cloſely combined: ridiculous Un- 

truths of a deſtructive Nature, to be diſclaimed and diſcounte- 
nanced by all ſober Men. 

However, our Foreign Brethren of that Conſtitution, as their 
Form of Government was deſign'd for themſelves, and not for us, 
for a Bond of Peace and Diſcipline at home, and not to give Di- 
ſturbance abroad: ſo they will, we do not queſtion, give us leave 
to think ſo well of our own Way, as not to be willing to exchange 
it for any other; that may in Charity be allowed to ſtand on equal 
Terms, dut will not we hope, pretend Advantage. 

For Good Men, and who know the Grounds and Reaſons of our 
Reformation, were at a loſs, what the late Defign might mean, of 
bringing our Church nearer to the Proteſtants abroad: to thoſe of 
our Brethren of Calvins Way, we ſuppoſe they intended. We 
hope the Intention was not to infinuate an unjuſt Reproach; as if 

we had not the Amity and Affection for them which we * F 
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did not rejoice in their Edification, or compa ſſionate their AHA I. 

on: but only this, to alter our Conſtitution into a nearer Reſern- * 
blance with rheirs. But if any of outs deſired this for Amend- 
ment, as a farther Reformarion and greater Perfection; it was be- 
cauſe they were not pleaſed to conſider their own Frame well; nor 
could any honeſt Man of our Church, and who underſtood her 
right, have ever conſented. And if the Deſign was only Political, 
(though rhe Policy appears not) yet why might it not be as fit tor 
thoſe Proteſtants to come nearer to us? But, not to ſtand on Tack 
Terms, how conld we have went nigher to the Calviniſt, without 
departing from the Latheran? Our Church is already in the mid- 
die, and reaching out her Hands on either Side: ſetrled there long 
ago, by weighty Reaſon, and upon mature Deliberation. For al- 
though the Word Proteſtant has been here at Home appropriated 
to a Party; and the Reformed Church abroad has been (till under- 
ſtood only for thoſe of one Way: yet every one Knows that the 
Latheran is the firſt Reformed, and that. the Term Proteſtant. is 
only proper to them; and particularly to thoſe only of the German 
Nation. This then is the firſt Fallacy endeavoured to be put upon 
the People; that thoſe to whom ſome of our Diſſenters pretend à 
nearer Approach, are the only Reformed and Proteſtants in the 
World: as if the Lutheran was not to be underſtood by his owa 
Name. The other is this, that the Calviniſt is fo great, that the 

other deſerves not to be mentioned: whereas the other have ſtill 
been the far greater Number, and the much more conſiderable. 
Our Trade indeed, makes us look into Holland, where though the 
true Calviniſt makes not above a third of the People; and our Fa- 
ſhions into France, and would to God their Numbers encreaſed 
there; we ſpeak much of Switzerland, and the Lower Palatinate: 

but we forget to take notice of the large Countries that are en- 
tirely of the other Profeſſion; as Deumarł, Sweden, the Dominions 
of the Elector of Saxony, and Brandenburg, of the Great Houſe of 
Lunenburg, and the many Imperial Cities. So that the Delign 
mentioned before of coming nearer to the Reformation abroad, 
was nothing elfe but this: to perſuade us to go farther from the 
Univerſal Church Primitive; from the major part of the Modern 
Reformed ; from our innocent Agreement with general Chriſti- 
anity; and from thoſe of our ſelves, who are much edified by our 
Preſent Conſtitution : to come nearer to thoſe abroad, who (to 
ſpeak in the faireſt Language) are not better conſtituted than our 
| | C 2 ſelves; 
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ſelves; and to comply with thoſe at Home, who are eertainly nei- 
ther the greater, nor the beſt part of us; to give way to the falſeſt 
and moſt deſtructive Prejudices, oppoſite to all Catholick Agree- 
ment; and to countenance and encourage a molt cauſleſs and ſedi- 
tious Separation. : 

But to return from this Digreſſion: We have ſeen upon the view 
of the Particulars moſt in Queſtion, no Popery_in them, no Super- 
ſition nor Idolatry, no Favour nor Tendency to any of the Roman 
Corruptions ; nothing in them that is not directed to the promo- 
ting of God's Honour, the railing of our Devotion, and the Teach- 
ing of our Duty ; nothing but what either was 1n uſe before Pope- 
ry took Place, or muſt be allowed commendable even in the Papiſts 
themſelves. 

And yet notwithſtanding all the zealous Abhorrence our firſt 
Reformers had for Popery, declared by their Writings, and con- 
firmed by the Teſtimony of their Deaths; notwithſtanding the con- 
ſtant continued Profeſſions of the ſame Faith, ſtill made by all that 
officiate in the Church; although all poſſible Care has been taken 
to prevent the Suſpicion, and diſavow all Popiſh Intention; yet our 
Church is Popiſh, and we all Papiſts ſtill: The groſſeſt and the 
molt inexcuſable Calumny that ever was invented. 

We have ſeen already to what Ends this notorious Untruth was 
firſt deviſed by the Diſſenting Party; to widen the Separation, to 
fix Men in it, and to keep them at an irreconcileable Diſtance. 
But I cannot tell whether it had not been more excuſable before 
God and Man to have ſeparated upon no Reaſon, than upon one 
ſo ſcandalouſly falſe. They had then only been accountable for 
their departure, and forſaking us; but now belides, for all-this In- 
Juſtice which they have done us, and the Calumnies under which 
they have left us. For ſo under the Old Law, where a Man might 
at Pleaſure have put away his Wife; and without Cauſe ſhewn : 
yet if he had given occaſion of Speech againſt her, and brought an 
evil Name upon her, had accuſed her to have been corrupt; he 
was then by the Judgment of the Elders to make Reparation by 
a Pecuniary Mulct, to ſuffer corporal Chaſtiſement, and not to put 
her away for ever, If then thoſe Perſons had not in them that 
Brotherly Love which ſhould have made them deſirous of our 


Company; not that Senſe of their Duty to our common Father, 


by which we are obliged to make our joynt Appearance before 


Him: yet in common Juſtice they ſhould have forbore their Slan- 


ders; 


Er! | 
ders; and in Reverence to the God of "Truth, they ſhould not 
ha ve condemned us ſo raſhly, eſpecially in Matters that concern 
him. For ſeems it ſo ſmall a Thing to any Man, eſpecially to one 
that profeſſes a more tender Senſe of his Duty, to accuſe one raſh. 
ly and falſly before God and the World, of Superſtitions, Abomi⸗ 
nations, and Idolatry; of perverting the Goſpel of Chriſt and cor- 
rupting his Worſhip; of carrying the Souls of Men into Error and 
Sin, and endangering their eternal Salvation? Were this Scandal 
ſpoken of any ſingle Prieſt, that had the Care of the ſmalleſt Pa- 
riſh, what ſufficient Satisfaction could be made him? But when it 
is ſpoke of the Paſtors and Teachers of à Great People, of tlie 
Conſtitution and Frame of a whole National Church; what amends 
ſhall be given them? For here the Conſideration is not only of Diſs 
reputation and loſs of Honour, unjuſtly ſuſtained; but of the hor- 
rible Miſchiefs that have followed: nor do thoſe ſuffer ſo much, 
of whom the Scandal is ſaid, as thoſe do who credit and entertain 
it. The greateſt Prejudice is not to us, but to thoſe wh on that | 
Account are gone from us: who have been-ſcared by it ĩato Schiſm 
and Faction; have been engaged in Uncharitableneſs, and che 
Breach of the Peace of God, the Unity of his Church; into Heats 
and Animoſities, into Temporal and Spiritual Diſobedience; Who 
have been thence perverted into deadly Errors and Hereſies; and 
haſtning from us have run upon Rocks, and made Shipwrack of 
their Faith. Theſe are the Damages of that wicked Scandal, to 
be eſtimated by the Hazard and Perdition of thouſands of Souls: 
the Loſs is to the Catholick Church, and to be anſwered for here- 
after to the Great Shepherd. So big is this foul Slander of infinite 
Miſchief : tho? its ſingle Guilt be ſo great, that it needs no Accu» 
mulation. | 15171-0557 &* 5208 wt mad 

Judge not that ye be not judged, ſays our Lord and Maſter: and 
who art thou that judgeſt anothers Servant ? ſays his bleſſed Apoſtle. 
So unwarrantable and dangerous a Thing it is to paſs à haſty pes 
remptory Sentence, even upon our Fellows and Equals, in any 
Thing that relates to God: It is to attempt upon his Authority, 
and uſurp his Seat. He then that paſſes a Sentence notoriouſly un- 
juſt, what is he to expect at the Day of the righteous Judgment of 
God ? And who art thou, that ſo judgeſt not only anothers Servant; but 
thy own' Superior, and whom the Great Maſter has commanded 
thee to obey ? If thy Slanders were againſt any foreign Siſter Church 
of God; it were a high Breach of Charity, for which you ought to 


beg. 
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beg Pandon of Chriſtendom: but to calummate maliciouſty ones 
on Church, and to charge her falſly with the higheſt Crimes; is 
8 Lye not only againſt thoſe to whom you owe common Reſpect, 
but to whom you are to pay Duty and Subjection; it is as if you 
blaſphemed your Father or your Mother. 

But to paſs away from ſuch fad Conliderations, on which tho? 
the concerned ſhould refle& yery ſeriouſly; and to conclude in the 
eaſieſt and moſt favourable manner: Thoſe that gothis way to de- 
ſtroy our Reputation with the Vulgar, have not provided well for 
their own, with intelligent Men. They will not after this be well 
able to make good their Pretences to much Knowledge, and their 
Profeſſion of greater Zeal for Truth. For the difference be- 
twixt us and Popery is fo wide; that thoſe who accuſe us of it, 
except they excuſe themſelves by Ignorance, cannot be well allow- 
ed by the World to boaſt of Conſcience and Integrity. 
I cannot tell whether moſt of the Teachers are not directly guilty 
of this great Untruth. However, whether or no they preach it 
for poſitive Doctrine, yet this we are fore of; there is nothing more 
common with their Audarors: lt is this Fancy that keeps them faſt 
to their own Way, and gives them their greateſt Averſion for us. 
Some of the People indeed out of Ignorance, are betrayed into 
this Slander: and yet there too the Ignorance is ſomething too 
Grols, and teo eaſy to be removed; than that it ſhould quality the 
Fault much. They need for better Information but peruſe our 
Articles of Religion, which are very ſhort; and Jook into our 
Prayers, a Book in every ones Hand; they need but come to thoſe 
near Places, where the Law and their Duty calls them; and have 
Patience to bear their proper Teachers: And therefore even this 
= Ignorance is too much their Fault, to become their De- 
| Se Aoi f | "BY 
But however this blind Zeal, and weak Ignorance of the Peo- 
ple, if it ſhall be allowed in Plea for them; muſt it not then be 
charged upon thoſe, who have uſurped the Care of them? Thoſe 
who have unwarrantably, and in their own Wrong, taken u 
them their Inſtruction; are they not to anſwer for this culpa ble 
want of Knowledge? But how careful ſhould they be, that they 
do not beget theſe uncharita ble Prejudices, nor diſingenuouſly che- 
riſh ſuch Untruths; that they are not the Cauſes of that Weakneſs, 
and the Authors of the Ignorance? 12 py” 


For 


mm n 
For from whence is it, that thoſe People ſhould be 
bring ſuch Prejudices, but from the Diſcourſes of their ? 
Do they not there find Popery and our Church in à Breath? Phe 
Rites of that Church ſo mentioned, as to include ours? and tbem⸗ 
ſelves flattered with the Title of True Proteſtants, to our Excl. 
fion? If they do not there broadly call the Surplice,” a Rag of BA. 
Hlon; or our Prayers, the Exglib Maſs: yet are not Wilk Worſhip, 
and Superſtition, carnal Ordinances, and Idolatry, ſpoken out n 
thoſe Occafions 7 And the People given to enden b wn 
Reflections, and peculiar Phraſes, chat there is 2s little Difference 
as they have heard Diſtinction?ꝰ 
Hence it comes to paſs, that the true red: Difſenter will ad more 


oſed to 


c. ume into our Church, than into a Houſe of Rm x Cathedral 


is a very Abomination. To be at Prayers, would be to in at Mafs: 
and if you ask tliem their Exeeptioa at che Book ; thank 
God, they have never look'd in'. They leave their 55 nds be- 
fore they are buried, they are ſo frighted at the Service that is to 
be ſaid; as if the Parſon 1 in White were an fore parition. And when 
a Relation of theirs is to be Chriſtned, tho? the Office be performed 
at Home, in no ſuperſtitious Place: yer they will not ali ar that 


for which they came; and fly away ftom the Sigm of the Croſs as 


faſt, as the Papiſts fancy evil Spirits do. Or if ap of thefe upon 
Surprize or Miſtake, chance to be preſent at the Prayers; they take 
care 2 ſnew their Averfion by their Looks and Geſture, and put 
themſelves ſtreight in ſome cròſs Poſture of Body, or e of 
Mind: If the Miniſter calls to knee}, they will t fit; and 
when the holy Words he pronounces ſpeak the Worthip of God 
Praiſes or Prayers to him, they devoutly think of the du perſtition or 
Ignorance of the Prieſt, and {mile at the Folly of the ae Such 
Prophanation do a great part of them take « our r Worſhip ta be: and 
fo fearful are they of partaking in it. 

Theſe are the ridiculous and truly ignorant Conceits of cheir 
better meaning Followers: highly Unjuſt to us, but molt Scanda- 
lous to their own Teachers. By t theſe abſurd'Fancies are not more 
ridiculous, than the Pretences their Leaders draw from them: 
When they defire Allowance for the Weakneſſes of thoſe they have 
made fo; and would have the Government on all Occafions to in- 
dulge ſuch Errors, as they ſhall be able to teach: Uſing tlie old 
known Method; fnftruting the People to fancy Grievances' 1 


64 N 

and then in their Name, but for their own Intereſt, importuning 
eee 201 197 1 Nee 

A theſe Leaders of; the Party might conſult better for the Weak- 
neſs.of;their People, if they would try to cure it by better Infor- 
4 mation; and they might eaſily acquit themſelves of the Guilt of 
= Slandering our Church, by beginning to do her Right. Let them 
| then for once come nearer: the Reformed Churches abroad them- 
ſelves, and on that to the World, which "Thoſe have never ſcru- 
| pled to declare. Let them honeſtly tell their Congregations the 
_ plain Truth: that we deteſt and renounce the Popiſh Corruptions 

| 


- 
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and Superſtitions as much as thoſe Churches do; that the Belief 
and Doctrine of our Church is the ſame with theirs; that the ver 
few Ceremonies we have retained, have nothing of Sin or Abomi- 
nation in them. Let them confeſs that a good devout Prayer is 
never. the leſs ſo, for being provided before hand, or read out of a 
Book, or by one in White, and not in Black or Gray; that if 
the People will but bring their Thoughts to Church as well prepa- 
red as the Words are, they will be heard moſt acceptably by their 
God. Let them own that there is no more harm in the Sign of 
the Croſs made by the Hand, than in the Word that ſignihes it 
from the Mouth: and that Men may be as innocently ſhewn one 
Way as another, what Thing they are not to be aſha med of. Let 
them acknowledge that there is no more Sin intended, in being on 
our Knees at the Communion; than there is in being truly peni- 
tent, and humbly thankful. And laſtly, to Sum up all, let them 
but declare that a Chriſtian of our Communion, who worſhips God 
as is preſcribed him there, and believes and obeys. the Doctrine 
there taught him, is by the Grace of Chriſt in the ordinary way 
of Salvation. Let them, I ſay, but publiſh this to thoſe Numbers 
they have called together (and if they are Truths, in Conſcience 
2 they are bound to do it;) they may then be heard to excuſe them- 
= ſelves from the blind uncharitableneſs and unrighteous Slanders of 
9 their Auditors, againſt a Church of Chriſt, ſo fam'd and ſo great 
=_ a part of the Reformation, E 
=_ Hitherto I have only repreſented the ſtrange Injuſtice offered to 
= our Church; an undeniable and demonſtrable Injuſtice: Neither is 
A it my Intention to ſpeak of that Perſonal one, under which its Mi- 
1 niſters have ſuffered beſides. The ground indeed for ſuch a Je- 
louſy, is not impoſſible in Nature: but it is from the ſame want 
of Charity, that thoſe Perſons who are under the greateſt Obliga- 
tions 


ds As 
tions of Conſcience againſt Popery, muſt be thought its grea teſt 
Favourers. If in a Multitude one or two ſingle en may have 


been under the Suſpicion of having Apoſtatized ; yet how does that 


affect the reſt of the Body, who Will be the firſt to diſown and te- 
nounce them? Were the eleven remaining Apoſtles to be termed 
Traytors, for Judas? Or is our Nation to be denominated, from 
the few Malefactors of its number, Which it puniſhes as ſoon as 11 


diſcovers? We have of Church-men ſome too it may be inclinable - 


to the Separation: Why are not the Difſenters pleaſed then for their 
fakes, to think favourably: of the Whole; ahd'to let us all he true 
Proteſtants on the one Side, by the fame Reaſon we are Papiſts on 
the other? But is it not ſtrange, that thoſe who have diſtinctiy 
ſubfcribed to the Artictes of the Reformarion, at each Degree i 
the Univerlity, at the Promotion to either Orders, at theit Talti⸗ 
tution to any Preferment; who have publickly read and owned 
thefe Articles in their ſeveral Congregations ; that thoſe who have 
ven all manner of aſfurance'to the World: muſt be ſuſpeted 
fil, and traduced, by thoſe that have yet given none; of whom 
we know not yet, if they themſelves do; Fe at random and at 
large, of what profeſſion of Religion they are? God pardon them 
their Uncharitableneſs; and we are to thank them, that they haye 


not made us Jews or Mahumetans. 


It may have been June all honeſt Men, and truly con- III. Perni- 
1 


em the Untruth of the Prejudice that „ 


Reformation. 


ſcentious, to have ſhewn t 
has been. raiſed againſt our Church, and the Taiquity of the irreli- 
ana Slander: as they feared God; ſo they would be afraid to 
peak Evil falſly of a Church of Chriſt, and of the Service of their 
Maker. Nay, we might hope that ſuch, upon the firſt Reflection, 
would be the more haſty and forward to return to our Commu- 
nion; leſt they ſhould ſeem any longer to countenance fo unjuſt 
and ungodly a Calumny. But they may be pleaſed to conſider 
farther, not only the Sinfulneſs, but the Miſchief of the Action: 
and that we are not fo ſenſible of the Injuſtice done to our ſelves; 


as of its ill Conſequences, the Damage and Prejudice it brings os 


the Cauſe of the Reformation. | 
The Differences and Schiſms that have happened in the Prote- 
ſtant Churches have, it is known, been very ſcandalous to the 


common Cauſe, and formed into an Argument againſt us. It is 


ſaid by our Adverſaries, that as ſoon as we fell from them, we fell 
hat We. from 


11265 a 
from Unity and Order; and that the Infinite Folly of the follow- 
ing Separations, was but a Conſequent natural to the Firſt: that 
it was a Spirit of Pride and Oppoſition that engaged us firſt in the 
Schiſm; and that we had no Bowels for the Diviſions of the Church. 
See therefore, ſay they, how they break into endleſs Fractions; 
they are no more tender of their own Communion, than Of were 
of ours ; they part out of Humour and Fancy ; and 1a this they do 
us right, they Aa to no other Conſtitution. . 1125 

It is true, that the wantonneſs and petulance of Men has given 
too much place to this Reproach already: but When the meaſure 
of a thorough Reformation ſhall be the utmoſt Oppoſition to Rome, 
and a Proteſtant Church quarrelled and reputed, Popiſb for ſome 
common innocent Uſages; then it is that the Rowiſh Advocates 
may triumph well, then may they juſtly. inſult. Here, ſay they, 
you diſcover the right Proteſtant Temper ; you may ſee in the true Pro- 
teſtaut, and the true Reformed, the true Spirit of Contradiction: How 
upon a Pique to us, they. fall out with all Chriſtendom; and will 
leave the Churches of all Ages for our ſakes : Let us but. uſe what 
is Primitive or Orderly; and we may have them as Indecent, 
Confuſed, and Ridiculous as we pleaſe. hu WARY Wn | 

For the truth is, the Principle thoſe Men have; choſe, does. not 
only ſcandalouſly condemn the Churches of the Second and Third 
Apes: but it is the moſt inconvenient that could be imagined; and 
may bring them 1ato as great Abſurdities, as they endeavour: to 
avoid. From this Maxim the Church of Rome may take its Mea- 
ſures, and manage if they pleaſe the humour of Oppoſition, as ea- 
ſily as a Vow. of Obedience: it is but their taking one Side, and 
our Sectaries are bound to take the other; they are to be led by 
Contraries, and out of a childiſh croſſneſs will refuſe, what the 
other would ſeem to direct. So may the Romaniſt appropriate 
to himſelf all Gravity, Decency, and Antiquity : and ſhould he 
reform, may he not expect that theſe would quit the Reforma- 
tion. 

This is the direct tendency of the Principle; and this way it 
goes, though the Papiſt may not think fit to follow it. However 
we have ſeen what occaſion of Obloquy and Reproach it gives, 
and what a Diſparagement and Dif-reputation it brings on the 
Cauſe of the Reformation : Shameful to our ſelves, and an Ot- 
fence to thoſe that otherwiſe might come to us. We may now 


ſee in the next Place, how it operates by the Odium it faſtens on 
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our Church, and what Miſchief it produces tliere; howjconveniehe 
and ſerviceable the Scandal is to the Deſigns of Rome if not in- 
vented, yet fomented by them; and it ſelf therefore to be eſtèemed 
Popiſh, for much better Reaſon than our Ceremonies have been! 
For after the Reformation was, by the Grace of God, once 
brought about; and the Church of Nome could not hindet her Cox- 
ruptions from being ſeen; and her Uſurpations from being laid 


open: all that they in their Craft could deviſe, or the Malice f 


the Devil could have ſuggeſted, was to divide and diſ-unite thoſe 
that were gone away, and to promote Variance and Diſagreement 
between us. But the Deſign was never more Artificial, than When 
they were able to raiſe a Jealoufy, that one part of this Reforma- 
tion was Popiſh ſtill: and could nale Men overlook-all the ſubſtan- 
tial difference of this Church ſrom that of Rome; and conclude 
them the ſame, only from the common uſe of ſome indifferent 
Things. The Church of England, they found, had manifeſted 
their Depravations, expoſed them beyond any Defence, and raiſed 
up a fixed and reſoluteiIndignation-againſt them. This Zeal, as 
long as it was ſober, rational, and well grounded, they could not 
poſſibly withſtand: They try: therefore whether they cannot di- 
vert it upon ſomething elſe, and direct it againſt its own: Party: 
whether they cannot take this Artillery, turn it upon ſomething 
Laudable and Innocent; and devel it againſt its Friends. Bei 
hatred to Popery ist unavoidable; let the Engliſb Churelube Pops 
too. 8So, are the Romani ſis content, if we may come in for a ſhare of 
the Guilt, that not only part of their Worſhip, but the Whole may 
be reputed Corrupt: and they are ready to help to accuſe them- 
ſelves in the Wrong Place, that the Charge may fall upon thoſe 
Derr 5d) conpioniont 1 gate et. _ - 
And now the:Rowiſh Emiſſaries have accompliſhed their -Errand, 
in one Senſe. If they have not perverted thoſe of our Commu- 
nion, yet they have ſeduced others to believe it done: and we are 
become all Papiſts; at leaſt in the Opinion of the Diſſenter. If he 
may be believed, and we are to be added to the number: the Ro- 
man Catholiks are vaſtly enereaſed: and well may they have the 
Reputation abroad, to be very conſiderable in their Country; at 
leaſt well may their Prieſts report, that we are inclinable to re- 
turn, and eaſy to be reconciled; when they have the concurring 
Teſtimony for it of the Sectary, their ſeeming Adverſary. And 
this, though but a Miſtake and * yet has its Effect: it keeps 
a 2 up 
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up the hope of the Principals at Rome, and redoubles the endea- 
vours of their Seminaries. But they have teo a more certain and 
real Aim. | apt | 

For by this Opinion they may either gain ſome of us to them- 
ſelves; or be ſure however by the Jealouſy, to keep us aſunder one 
from another. They may hope that ſome, even of our Commu- 
nion, may at laſt have a more favourable Eſteem of the Religion, 
to Which they have been joined ſo long by Report; and that here, 
as it happens ſometimes in Marriage, we may be content to em- 
-brace that Faith, to which Fame has ſaid we were contracted be- 
fore. But to the Honour of our Church be it ſpoken, this has. 
not been effected, neither by the Carreſſes of one, nor Affronts of 
the other; neither out of Affection, not Indignation. 80 little 
Tendency is there in our Conſtitution that way, of which we have 
been unreaſonably ſuſpected. Their great Hopes, I ſuppoſe, of this 
kind are upon the Party that pretends to be molt averfe, and makes 
at preſent the more clamorous and extravagant Oppoſition. For 
it may be rational to preſume, that hie that knowis not the Rea- 
{ons nor Intent of the Reformation, and makes nothing of the vaſt 
Difference between us and Rome; may eafily therefore ſtep qver it, 
and be as willing to return to them as us. It may be enough to 
make ſuch a Convert, to ſatisfy him in the ſign of the 'Crofs, 
or kneeling at the Communion: as ſoon as he finds himſelf con- 
Vinced of the Law ſulneſs of that Pupery; hee may be willing te 
yield to the reſt, and may comply as undiſcerningly as before he 
abhorred. Such an Intention as this, we may ſee is feaſible e- 
-nough: how far it has been practifed in Fact, Iwill not ſay; or 
whether the Quakers ha ve not been juſtly ſuſpected. : 

For making of Proſelytes, the Romaniſts cannot have a more pro- 
per Method, than to infect the People with Prejudices againſt us; 
10 hinder them from ſettling on the true certain Bottom, the Foun- 
dation ſo well laid by the firſt Reformers; and from keeping in 
that Church which is ſo ſure a place, and may be ſo eaſily main- 
tained. However, beſides the Converts they gain, by the Jealou- 
ſies they infiiſe; they heighten: our Diviſions and Animoſities, break 
and ſeatter us: they hinder us from joining in what might oppoſe 
them, and prevail that We have no common Intereſt. Nay, things 
have been ſometimes brought to that paſs, that the Sectarians have 
rather joined with the Papiſts themſelves; and in publick Counſels 
confederated with: their pretended Enemies, to impeach _ uw. 
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Eſtabliſhment. So much Popiſh were we then, that the profeſſe e 
Roman Catholick was eſs. Sor ee BY OOO TIRES © 'i 

and now by force of this -accurſed Scandal, fee into What Diff. 8 
culty the Church is brought: either engaged in a perpetual, inte- - 
ſine Quarrel if ſhe ſtands as ſhe is; or elſe obliged to change at 
the Pleaſure, and by the Direction of her Foes Tabs it l 
thinks fit to ſtand on her on Bottom, where fo many and 
neceſſary Conſiderations have fixed her, and Where ſheé has refted 
ſo long: ſhe muſt then expect the continuance of all the Diſſentm 

Out- cries; nay, want of Moderation reproached, and the Schil 
imputed to her, even by ſome of her own Popular Sons. If The 9 
Mall be inclinable to comply, where the lawfully may; yet there 'l 
the humorous Exceptions are ſo various and ſo nn le, that | 
ſhe ſees no good Iſſue; and has no reaſon to preſume, that the Fa- 
Aion deſires to be content, neither can ſhe tell What Church The 
Hall be at laſt, if ſhe is to alter ſtill, as oſten as her Eftabliſhments 
ſhall be accuſed to correſpond with Rome. 1 8 
Now the Church of Rome, which has fixed her ſelf invariably 
upon the Council of Trent, and for the ſame rea ſon would have its 
Adverſaries unſettled ſtill; moſt willingly fees us alter, ſmift and 
change: not only that the Uneaſineſs, Inconſtancy, and Uncer- 
tainty may be verified upon us, with which they ſometime re- 

roach us; that ours may be ſtill wavering, and more eaſily drawn 

o them; and that theirs may be unwilling to come to us, into a Bo- 
dy ſo mutable, and after a Whole Age .O little ſatisfied of the la w- 
fulneſs of its Rites and Uſages; but in hopes too, nay, out of cer- 
rain Proſpect, that by ſuch Changes we ſhall be further from Set- 
tlement than before, and nearer to the Diſſolution they would en- 
dea vour. | 5 " 

The demanded Alterations, it is plain, are not for the Satisfacti- 
on of thoſe that are of our Communion; but of thoſe that are not: 
and by ſuch our own may be ſcandalized and ſhaken ; but the 
others will hardly be obliged. For When we are ready to change, 
not moved by Arguments and Reaſons, (for thoſe are moſt Frivo- 
lous and Sophiſtical) but to comply with Fancy, or gratify Oppo- 

Sy; 


ſition : the Humour, it is certain, will be the more hard to fati: 
and Obſtinacy, when -encouraged, will only learn to ask more; 
eſpecially when the Principle by which they move, is full of end- 
leſs Diſſatisfaction, and has an equal quarrel againſt the whole Con- 
ſtitution. So that when they have effected one Alteration, 3 

ve 
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have only made way for another; and are never like to reſt, till 
they have deſtroyed the whole. Now for Example, The Surplice, 
the Croſs, and Kneeling at the Sacrament, are demanded to be 
releaſed: the particular Objections againſt them are * out of 
Countenance, and no longer preſſed; only that General one of Po- 
pery, or a General ſcrupulous Fancy and Humour which they call 
Conſcience, are now urged. It is evident then, that it is as eaſy 
à matter for the. ſame Maſters of theſe Scruples to teach their Au- 
ditors, for as worthy Reaſons, to be diſſatisfied with more: and it 
is as plain that they have already taught them a general Averſion. 
Should they be excuſed n at the Sacrament, themſelves; 
might it not then be a great Offence to ſee the Miniſter, or any 
other kneel? As now they pretend an Offence at the Sign of the 
Croſs, tho they themſelves look only on. Would they not think 
themſelves obliged to avoid the very Sight, and ſeparate from the 
Communion, of that Popiſh Practice? Is, think ye, the Conſecra- 
tion Prayer free from all Suſpicion? The Reverence preſcribed in 
handling of the Elements, may come near the Idolatry of the Hoſt ; 
and the- whole Service be accuſed for the Maſs, Is the Croſs after 
Baptiſm mentioned by them, becauſe they have forgot their Quar- 
rel at God-Fathers; and have' better Opinion of the Office of 
Confirmation? The Gown may as well be diſputed as the Surplice: 
Epiſcopal Orders may be thought a very indifferent Thing : and 
are they. content enough with the Rank of Biſhops themſelves ? 
The whole Form of Prayer has its Faults; and how many are 
there for no Form at all? So that it is evident thoſe Things are ra- 
ther asked to begin, and break Ground for further Approaches : 
there are neither better Reaſons, nor is there more Contrariety 
againſt them, than againſt the other parts of our Conſtitution. 
Only theſe three Circumſtantials are moſt viſible, the one upon the 
Miniſter, and the other at either of the Sacraments; and ſo ma 
be ſignal enough for a diſſenting Triumph: a preſent eaſe to their 
SIPS which they will pleaſe to accept, in earneſt of what is to 
follow. | | 
Were there any juſt Reaſon for the Scruple of the meaneſt 
Perſon, or inconſiderable Number, God ' forbid but the Church 
ſhould give Redrefs. And could it have been preſumed, that the 
Schiſm would be healed by the removing of thoſe three Ceremo- 
nies,, however innocent and edifying ; they would no doubt have 
been remitted. long ago. But the Governours of the HO 
| now 
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know well, what the Spirit and Genius of the Diſſent is; and to 
what it drives; upon what Cauſes it is founded, and the medley 
of the Perſons that are engaged in it: how ſmall a Part the fin- 
cerely Scrupulous make; and how the Harmleſs are in the Hands 
of the Crafty, and the Weak managed by the Sturdy :” that the 
prevailing governing Party are not to be ſatisfied with a Ceremo- 
ny or two, but with more ſubſtantial Things; ay that Religion 
it ſelf is but a Circumſtance to their other Deſigns. This our 
Superiours know: who want not the Charity or Condeſcenſion, 
that any Reconciler would recommend; but are obliged in all ho- 
ly Prudence, and their Duty to the Church, to take in more 
Conſiderations, than perchance a private Writer may comprehend. 
They are to be as innocent as Doves, but as wiſe as the Serpents 
themſelves. But this is beyond the Deſign of this Paragraph: the 
Scope of which is only this, That if Things are but indifferently 
well, to change is always extreme inconvenient, but then moſt 
eſpecially when there will be no probable ſtop; that the Papiſt 
will be as well pleaſed with ſuch Alterations as the Diſſenter; and 
neither fully ſatisfied, but with our total Abolition. 


So is a Change, tho? in Things perfectly Indifferent, no indiffe- 


rent Thing. But all Things called indifferent are not of equal In- 
difference: and particularly the change, this Maxim we are ſpeak- 
ing of would perſuade, which the Diſſenters endeavour, and our 
Popiſh Adverſaries wiſh, is ſtill for the worſe. The one pretends: 
to ſee Popery in our Government and Rituals: the other with 
Grief ſees ancient Order, and approved Decency retained; and the 
Primitive Church reftored. Theſe are ſenſible with what Diſad- 


vantage they encounter us: that here is no Novelty to reproach ;. 


and that the Truly Catholick Church is of our Side. They have 
a Church in their Sight, as it were one of the firſt Ages revived; 
upbraiding them by its Preſence, and diſcovering the Counterfeit 
by the Compariſon. To diſorder and confound this, is the Folly 


of the one Party, and the Intereſt of the other: to drive us off 


from the Ground, on which we ftand with ſo much Advantage; 


to take away from her all Order and Beauty; and to ſtrip her of 


all the Marks of Antiquity, and Badges of Catholick Agreement. 


So ſhall we be that, which the Enemies of our Church deſire; 


their Scorn and Mockery firſt, and afterwards their eaſy Prey: 
while having our Eyes only upon Rome, and running till _ 
war 
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wards from her; we fall into the Snare, that ſhe 


bolizing with Rome in indifferent Things; would be as cautious in 
joining with her in her pernicious Deſigns, and conſpiring to the 
Ruin of the Reformation. If they will take their Meaſures in 
Oppoſition. to Popery ; let them then cloſe with that Church which 
is moſt hated by the Pope; and come in and help to defend that 
Place, againſt which he bends his greateſt Force. And let them 
take care, leſt, if they know Popery ſo little now, as to accuſe: us 
of it; they aſſiſt not that Religion ſo long and fo effectually, till 
they bring it in indeed, and learn what it is by a dear Experi- 
ment. . - | r 


It were to be wiſhed, that thoſe who are ſo jealous of our Gi 9 
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